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G ene Herzfeld Obituary

Virgil Gene Herzfeld, age 88, died peacefully surrounded by loving family on
Monday, May 29, 2023, at his home in Tulsa, Oklahoma. Gene was born in

Muskogee, Oklahoma to Virgil Ferdinand Herzfeld and Kate May (Carothers)

Herzfeld. Gene was the youngest of two boys. At a young age, Gene enjoyed many
things a typical boy of the late 40s and 50s would enjoy such as fishing and playing

sports (particularly basketball). Gene developed a strong work ethic from a young age
working at a local bakery in the early morning hours before he would attend school

each day. He often joked that was the very reason he did not care for donuts as an

adult.

After graduation from Muskogee's Central High School in 1953, Gene moved to Tulsa to pursue a

business in the beauty and barber supply industry as his father had done with a similar store in
Muskogee. The Tulsa store grew quickly and was quite successful as Gene traveled not only
throughout the state to call on shops for service and sales but traveled throughout the United

States while being a top purchaser of products from Zotos and Helene Curtis. Gene had
connections wherever he went with his smart business sense and quick wit. He was able to gauge
his customer base and was 'top notch' in providing exactly what his customers needed and

anticipate what they wanted. The business expanded opening stores in Oklahoma City and
Amarillo, Texas.

Gene and Joyce married in 1973 and went on to have a wonderful and loving marriage for 50
years with many great experiences to share of their time together. They traveled all over the
world, meeting and keeping friends - for decades to come - they met along the way. After Gene's

retirement from the business at the age of 47, he started to dabble in real estate buying and selling
properties and accumulating many rentals over the years. Since his passing, many of his 'renters'

have indicated he was the best landlord while expressing their condolences.
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Gene was a longtime member of St. James Church where he and Joyce were very active as part of
the church's congregation. Gene enjoyed his children and grandchildren's sporting events

whether assisting with coaching, grilling burgers for ball teams, hosting swimming parties or
attending school music concerts. Gene will always be remembered as a loving husband and

wonderful father and grandfather as well as a wonderful friend. His easy going manner, kindness
to others, great stories and genuine concern for people always made him stand out in the crowd.
He truly never met a stranger.

Surviving family members include his wife, Joyce Herzfeld; his children Curt Herzfeld, Linda
Jones, Marsha Conine, and Scott Herzfeld; step-children Allen Bowen and Sheila Pitto;

grandchildren Bo Pitto, Brandy Thompson, Charity Thompson, Matthew Jones, Megan Jones,
Nicholas Jones, Rocky Pitto, and Trey Bowen; brother, Kenneth Herzfeld as well as numerous
great-grandchildren and extended family and friends. Gene is preceded in death by his parents

and two grandsons: Colton Herzfeld and Zachary Thompson.

To send flowers
to the family or plant a tree

in memory of Gene Herzfeld, please visit our floral store.

Read More
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Bixby Funeral Service shared a Video.

April 22 at 7:30 AM

CT Charles, Brenda, Robyn, Nita, Candy & Joanna  (Your  Bokf Team) posted:

Medium basket garden was purchased for the family of Gene Herzfeld by Charles, Brenda,

Robyn, Nita, Candy & JoAnna (Your BOKF Team). Send FlowersDear Linda & Family, From your

work family to your home family, we are so sorry for your loss. You are in our thoughts and prayers

during this time. Charles, Brenda, Robyn, Nita, Candy & JoAnna (Your BOKF Team)

April 22 at 7:30 AM

LH L. Lori Hamilton-Hobbs posted:

Joyce and family,I´m so sorry for your loss. Gene was a wonderful man. I´ve missed you both. I´ll

always remember the wonderful meals we shared together. You both were wonderful cooks. I´m

so happy to have the wonderful memories of our Las Vegas, Hawaii and Cancun vacations. You

both were wonderful neighbors and friends. My thoughts and prayers are with you as you

navigate through this loss. I love you both!L. Lori Hamilton-Hobbs (previously Watson)

August 21 at 10:02 AM

KB Ken Brust posted:

We were neighbors the past 18 years and he always had a joke or story to tell. He was witty and

funny and I thoroughly enjoyed his friendship. He was a great American and will be truly missed.

With sincere condolences to Joyce and family. 🙏

June 2 at 3:22 PM

BH Barbara  Hood posted:

Gene was one of the most loving persons I’ve ever known. Very smart in life and business. He

loved his wife Joyce. We will miss him. I will miss our visits and phone calls.

June 2 at 4:14 AM
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Bixby Funeral Service shared a Video. April 22 at 7:30 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Gene by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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